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ORGAN AND TISSUE DONORS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.54 pm]:  I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the 
families of the organ and tissue donors of Western Australia, some of whom I was privileged to meet at the 
recent tree planting ceremony at Lake Monger reserve, which was attended by the Minister for Health and the 
member for Perth.  The event was coordinated by our state agency for organ and tissue donation, DonateWest, 
and was organised by Amanda Leigh, Suzanne Foot, Melissa Smith, Jean-Marie Cusack, Helen Davy and Dr 
Miller Forbes.  It was held to acknowledge both the donors and the families who consented to donation at the 
time when their loved one was most tragically lost to them.  The main speaker was Kim Bungate, who is a 
person of great courage.  Her son was killed tragically as a 12-year-old in an accident, and she donated his 
organs.  Her comments were that an overwhelming sense of pride and comfort were derived from donation.  
These people had, at a time of tremendous personal pain, considered the pain and suffering of others, indeed 
strangers, and offered the donation of their loved ones’ organs or tissues.  There was no sense that donation had 
added to their grief.  On the contrary, many spoke of the immense joy they derived from knowing that recipients 
had benefited from their gift, and that the families and the communities surrounding those individuals were also 
benefiting from the renewed health of the recipient.  Many families and individuals in our community want to 
donate.  Those who have been involved in the process value it highly, yet some of our hospital staff are not 
making the request for donation a priority consideration.  
 


